Abstract: I postulate in this paper that military culture is a critical factor in explaining the success or failure of peaceful democratic transition. Attention is focused on the Congolese military culture from its inception to the present. The Congolese experience demonstrates that it requires a shift in military culture, from authoritarian and exploitative behaviour to a set of human rights principles, in order to successfully implement peaceful political transition. The conclusion of this paper suggests policies for a peaceful democratic transition.
Introduction
Present day Congolese military culture is the result of an accumulated experience of military violence from colonial times to its post-colonial state. During the colonial period, the Congolese colonial army, or the Force Publique, had three missions: to conquer the country, to conscript for economic development, and to forcefully restrain any Congolese resistance 1 . After independence, while under Cold war limitations, Congolese military culture remained the same, however to continue the justification of violence, citizens were labelled communist instead of uncivilised, as they had previously been.
Empirical studies of military culture reveal that dictatorial systems require a shift in military culture in order to successfully embrace democracy and create conditions of peace. In this context, it is necessary to understand the evolution of the Congolese military culture from its inception during the colonial period to its current status in a post-colonial state. In this way, we can better understand why peace and democratic transition will remain elusive for the Democratic Republic of Congo if there is not a fundamental change in military culture.
In this paper I investigate the impact of Congolese military culture on democratic transition and peace building. I state that military culture is a critical factor in explaining the success or the failure of peaceful democratic transition. The ultimate objective here is to identify the Congolese military mentality in order to obtain a better interpretation and identification of barriers and assets to a peaceful political transition. I describe continuity in military culture in colonial and post-colonial states.
Section one briefly presents military mentality in relation to peaceful democratic transition.
Section two focuses on the emergence and evolution of Congolese military culture from the colonial to the post-colonial period. Section three concludes by presenting policy implications arising from this study. 
I Military Mentality Conversion and Peaceful Democratic Transition
At the end of the Cold War a period of democratic agitation commenced that brought hope for many people in Africa. Dictators were astounded by the popular will for change in daily economic, political and social life. This multiplicity of political transitions provides a new context in which to examine peace-building prospects in Africa.
Most studies conducted on African armed forces focus on military intervention in politics,
with an objective of predicting the likelihood that a military will seize state power. To quash internal threat, the military political system created a single party regime. Differing political opinions were repressed and a strategy of supporting political sabotage was implemented to destabilise countries like Tanzania, Angola and Uganda, which were labelled as socialist. Ethnic and regional political demands were meant as a refusal to adhere to the nation building and modernisation process 30 . Clearly, independence did not bring an end to military brutality directed against civilians. The Congolese, once categorized "non-civilised people" during the colonial era, were relabelled "communist", "tribalist", or "regionalist" to justify the use of force and brutality against them.
In 
